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SUBJECT  I UnoonYantional  Aircraft 


19  September  1950 


TO 


I Oocnandlng  Oeneral 
Air  Materiel  Contaand 
YTrisht-Patteraon  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton  f Ohio 

Attention!  MCI  (Control  Ko*  A-1917) 


Inclosed  herewith  are  newspaper  ollppinga  from  the  NASHVILLE 
TENNESSEAN,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  18  September,  and  the  COl^ID^ICAL 
APPEAL,  Memphis,  Tminessee,  18  September,  re  mysterious  objects  in 
the  sky • 

FOR  THE  COMJ^AHMNG  GENERAL! 
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JOHN  MEADE 
Colonel,  GSO 
AC  of  S,  G-2 
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:>treaKs  m ^Ky  m^ 
MiddleTennessee 


Middle  Ttnntmani  had  thair 
paaeaful  Sunday  mildly  dUniplad 
yaatarday  with  tha  lata  afternoon 
appaaranea  of  an  alongated  spo- 
alaa  of  *nylnf  laucar.*' 

From  Cookavl1)e«  Livlnftton, 
and  Buffalo  Valtay,  all  tha  way 

to  Neahvllla,  farm  and  town  folk 
eranad  tKelr  nacka  and  ipaculatad 
upon  two  odd  straaka  of  light 
that  appeared  in  tha  aky  ahortly 
before  6 p.m.,  moving  to  tha 

Southweet. 

Soma  aald  tha  flame  colored 
otraaka  ware  rockets.  Others 
thought  they  marked  tha  trail  of 
a pair  of  Jat^planas  Tha  more 
tma^natJva  spoke  of  *'f1ylng  sau* 
eara*'  and  such.  Skeptics  said  tha 
iky  was  Just  playing  tricks,  that 
It  was  tha  refleet^n  of  tha  tun 
OB  eumulua  cloud  formations. 

At  any  raata  it  wasn  t an  opti- 
eal  llluaion.  Hundreds  of  people 
stood  In  the  straats  st  Cookeville 


and  neighboring  towns  to  wstch. 
Among  them  wss  Everett  Derry* 
harry,  president  of  Tannassaa 
Polytechnic  InsUtutai  who  was 
stumped  like  tha  rest 

Uniformly  the  heavenly  pha* 
nomanon  was  daieribad  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ta*o  oranga*hued  parallel  Unas 
of  light,  moving  slowly  (or  maybe 
so  high  it  Just  teemed  slow)  in  a 
southwesterly  direction. 

Berry  field  weathermen  could 
offer  no  precise  esplanstton,  but 
they  weren't  excited.  "Probably 
reflection/'^  they  said. 

Witnesses  at  THE  NASHVILLE 
TENNESSEAN  said  the  streaks  were 
at  a great  height  and  at  a great 
distance.  They  settled  on  the  Jet- 
plane  explanation. 

Among  those  who  stw  tha  show, 
one  sentiment  seemed  tOv  prevail 
— 'In  this  day  and  time,*  b-f^her« 
an^hlng  might  happen.** 


7fi  Tdnnesse^kies 

NASHVILLE,  Sept.  IT.— (UP)— 
tteatdenti  her*  »nd  tt  CoektvUle 
more  then  SO  mile*  to  tbo  ceet  re- 
ported eeelnc  "hritht  erenffe 
•treoJu**  or  '‘belle  of  fire"  In  the 
ekjr  ahortly  before  dark  Sunday 
nicht. 

Joe  Mabry,  menace'  of  Radio; 
Station  WHUB  ot  Cookeville,  Midi 
he  aaw  two  parallel  atreaka  travel-! 
Inc  elowly  eouthweatward  and  via- 
Ible  for  about  10  mlnutea. 

Mabry  Mid  more  than  a down 
ptraene . telephoned  hla  atatlen  to 
report  eoelnc  the  atreaka  and  to 
Inquire  about  them.  Among  the 
collera,  he  eold,  wu  Everette  Der- 
ryberry,.  prealdent  of  Tenneaaee 
Tech. 


